
A LION AMONG LEADERS
Hailed as “a true giant of history” and one of the outstanding leaders of the last 100 years.

The outpouring of tributes to Lee Kuan Yew from world leaders speaks of his immense achievements
and impact, not only in Singapore but across the region and beyond. Here are some extracts:

“Lee Kuan Yew’s views and insights 
on Asian dynamics and economic 
management were respected by many 
around the world, and no small number 
of this and past generations of world 
leaders have sought his advice on 
governance and development. 
I personally appreciated his wisdom, 

including our discussions during my trip to Singapore 
in 2009, which were hugely important in helping me 
formulate our policy of rebalancing to the Asia Pacific.  
He was a true giant of history who will be remembered 
for generations to come as the father of modern 
Singapore and as one of the great strategists of 
Asian affairs.” 
– Barack Obama, US President 

“A far-sighted statesman and a lion among leaders, Mr Lee 
Kuan Yew’s life teaches valuable lessons to everyone.” 
– Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India

“One of the most extraordinary leaders of modern
times... he was a genuine political giant.”
– Tony Blair, Former Prime Minister of Britain

“Harry Lee was an extraordinary human being. I have 
always considered him one of the wisest and most 
intelligent people I have ever known. We met together 
many times, and I was the better for it. I often travelled to 
Singapore and, with all due respect to the appeal of the city, 
the real reason was to see Harry Lee. I am so glad that I was 
able to visit Singapore and see Harry once more in late 
2013. The high quality of life in Singapore is an enduring 
tribute to the constructive genius of Lee Kuan Yew.” 
– George P Shultz, Former US Secretary of State

“He was a towering figure, one of the 
giants of our lifetime who built a nation 
that is the envy of others around the 
world. He leaves a huge legacy. He was 
also unfailingly kind and generous
with his time to me. Over numerous
visits to Singapore I got to know him 
and admire his judgement and unrivalled 

insight. Of course, he was also a vacuum cleaner when 
it came to hoovering up every piece of information 
from others, as I recall on every occasion I had 
the good fortune to meet him.” 
– Peter Mandelson, Former European 
Trade Commissioner

“One of the greatest leaders of modern times that Asia 
has ever produced. With his incomparable leadership and 
unparalleled insights, Mr Lee Kuan Yew played, for more 
than half a century and throughout his life, a key role not 
only in achieving Singapore’s remarkable economic growth 
and prosperity but also in securing peace and stability of 
the Asia Pacific region and the world. He was highly 
revered all over the world.” 
– Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of Japan 

“As a leader and a great statesman who loved his people, 
he was also one of the most influential politicians in Asia.”
– Joko Widodo, President of Indonesia

“Founding Prime Minister Mr Lee Kuan Yew’s 
achievements were great, and his legacy is assured.” 
– Najib Razak, Malaysia's Prime Minister 

“Lee Kuan Yew personally shaped 
Singapore in a way that few people
have any nation. His place in history 
is assured, as a leader and as one 
of the modern world’s foremost 
statesmen. Lady Thatcher once said 
that there was no Prime Minister 
she admired more than Mr Lee for ‘the 

strength of his convictions, the clarity of his views, the 
directness of his speech and his vision of the way ahead’.” 
– David Cameron, Prime Minister of Britain 

“He was a visionary statesman whose uncompromising 
stand for meritocracy, efficiency and education 
transformed Singapore into one of the most prosperous 
nations in the world... His wisdom and leadership will 
be remembered by people all around the globe.”
– Christine Lagarde, IMF Managing Director

“An Asian political leader with unique influence, 
and also a strategist with Oriental values system 
and international perspective.”
– Hong Lei, China Foreign Ministry spokesman 
  

“Mr Lee Kuan Yew is a strategist and 
politician respected widely in the 
international community. He is an 
old friend of the Chinese people, and 
founder and mover of Sino-Singapore 
relationship.” 
– Xi Jinping, President of China, who described 
Mr Lee's death as "a loss to the international community"

“Over his decades of work as Prime Minister and
in other high government posts, he earned his
compatriots’ sincere love and respect and won
the highest international influence.”
– Vladimir Putin, Russian President 

“He ranks among the most influential leaders of 
Asia, and in Asean as well. He gave an exceptional
contribution to the progress of Asean, alongside
other Asean leaders of the time.”
– Jusuf Kalla, Indonesian Vice-President 

“Today we mourn the passing of a giant in our region.
Our region owes much to Lee Kuan Yew.”
– Tony Abbott, Prime Minister of Australia

“Mr Lee Kuan Yew is not only credited for building 
Singapore into one of the wealthiest nations of the 
world as the country’s first Prime Minister but also, 
with his outstanding wisdom, played a key role in 
securing peace and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific 
region and the world for more than half a century.” 
– Fumio Kishida, Japan's Foreign Minister

“Lee Kuan Yew was quite simply, and 
unquestionably, one of the outstanding 
national leaders of the last 100 years. ... 
His achievement extended far beyond 
Singapore itself. He was a key architect 
of Asean. No one did more than Lee 
to make our nearer region as stable 
and harmonious as it is today. But 

perhaps even more importantly, Lee had a profound 
impact on the wider Asian region through his remarkable 
influence on China. He understood, perhaps before anyone 
else outside China, and perhaps even before Deng Xiaoping 

himself, just what China could achieve if it found a 
way to harness market economics and an

 open trading and investment regime. 
– Bob Hawke, Former 

Prime Minister of Australia
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