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Noodles and rice and all things priced
Raw material prices and competition may affect the price of hawker food more than rents, 
according to a study by the Singapore government

Food was the largest contributor to consumer inflation

Raw material prices, not rents, have a bigger impact on hawker centre prices

Percentage-point contribution to y-o-y change
in consumer price index in Q1 2015
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Overall consumer 
prices may be 
moderating, but not 
when it comes to 
food. Driven partly 
by higher prices at 
hawker centres and 
restaurants, food 
was the single 
largest contributor 
to inflation in the 
first quarter of 2015

Most hawkers who raised prices did not 
experience a rental increase

BTExplains

Percentage of hawkers 
who raised prices from
July 2012 to April 2014
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Slightly more than half of hawkers who
paid higher rents did not raise prices
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Hawker prices are more sensitive to
raw material costs than to rentals

Raw
materials

Prices are 8.4% lower on average when there are multiple 
stalls selling the same kind of food
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Raw materials are the biggest component of a hawker’s costs


