
Wishing Singapore a
fortuitous tomorrow

The 
cheapest
COE paid

   

World’s first remote
controlled robot toy
Made in Japan circa 1958,
Radicon Robot is without a
doubt, a pioneer of the toy
generation. Without any
wire attachment, this beauty
is truly remotely controlled.
Probably the most radioactive
object in the household too.
The batteries it consumed!
  

Happy 50th birthday, Singapore, 
I’m celebrating mine today.

The longest day of my life
On July 20, my father wandered
out of the house and the longest
day of my life began. I remembered
adjusting his shirt collar then
and was able to give an accurate
description of his attire in the police
report. It took a call from Ms Amanda
and Mr Bong to end the 36-hour wait.
I collapsed into a heap of joyous mess 
after the call.

The most memorable
NDP parade
An infographic assignment on the

For the family’s first car, we
bought a second-hand Toyota
Starlet. I should have gotten the escape
vehicle during the dating phase. COE
was hovering between S$17,000 and S$23,000
then – half the current rate. Later, I would rush
my pregnant wife to the hospital in this car.

1996 NDP parade as seen through
the eyes of a local and a foreigner.
I had fun working with the
late George Turney, an infographics
journalist from Orange County.
Nice one, George. 

The toughest piggy
bank alive
Remember the TV commercial
where a gambler was asking for
his daughter’s piggy bank?
There’s no way he can break
this bank. I tried a few times −
see the dents? United Overseas
Bank (UOB) took over
Chung Khiaw Bank in June 1971 
and adopted the five bar logo, 
symbolising the traditional 
‘five-barred gate’ system
of counting in fives.

My luckiest
moment
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Best junket ever
The year was 1999, the assignment:
to spend three lazy days sailing down the 
historic Suez Canal on the Star Virgo's 
inaugural trip. The majestic cruise liner 
was parading like a queen, drawing 
whistles and cheers from both banks
of the canal. Until I can locate the
pictures, here is something I picked up 
at the famous bazaar Khalili in
Cairo, Egypt. But things have not been
the same there since the Arab Spring. 

Most expensive
gift ever received
A four-set gift from an estate
agent, as he was commissioned
to sell the condo. The distracted
agent was in the midst of moving
to a new workplace and we lost
a 3-month window of opportunity
to sell the property before the
arrival of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (Sars). A new agent
managed to sell the unit and we
got to keep the ’S$50,000’ per set
chopsticks.

 
  

The fastest, the longest, the busiest, the highest-paid –
as a first world nation, we are obsessed with record-
breaking feats. We can anticipate more such attempts
as Singapore celebrates its 50th birthday.
I, too, have my little record breaking
moments to share. – By Simon Ang

I arrived a day late after 
Singapore’s independence. In 
Chinese, my name ‘Woon Beng’ means 
‘fortuitous tomorrow’. The name reflected a 
grim 1965 – father’s bank wanted to pull out of 
Singapore. Fortunately, luck prevailed. He kept his job and 
even found time to compile a one-of-a-kind photo album of my 
early childhood days, with little sketches thrown in.


