
Pulp friction 
Asia Pulp and Paper’s (APP) size, jurisdictional proximity and connection to the recent
forest fires have made it a key target of Singapore as the nation seeks to smoke out
the parties responsible for the 2015 haze. BY KENNETH LIM

APP has said 
that it has
a strict
no-burning 
policy
with its suppliers, and 
that the vast majority 
of fires within its 
concessions did not
originate from those
concessions. APP
said it actively 
provides up-to-date
details about its
concessions to
watchdog
groups, so the
high number
of fire alerts
known to be
on its properties are due to better
reporting. But pressure continues to mount. 
The Singapore Environment Council has 
suspended its Green Label for APP’s 
products, leading a number of retailers to
pull those products off their shelves.

APP is in the hot seat
because many of the recent fires that have
contributed to the haze have been on concessions 
controlled by the company or its suppliers.
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APP and its
parent have
many links to
Singapore,
which could make
regulatory actions easier
to enforce. The Sinar Mas
group is controlled by
the Widjaja family.
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Singapore-listed
palm oil producer

Market cap as at Oct 9

S$4.5b

Singapore-listed
property developer

Market cap as at Oct 9

S$1.5b

Facts &
figures

Owns

2.6m hectares
of concessions

3.7m
football fields

Products sold in

120countries

More than

employees

APP’s listed units
  US$126.1m

US$2.4b

4.5t rupiah

US$20.5m

US$931.3m

1.3t rupiah
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output capacity
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The largest pulp and paper company 
in South-east Asia, APP wields enormous influence in the 
industry and is therefore a prime focus for regulators.

across 6 continents

APP’s main operations
are in Indonesia. The 
company has two listed 
arms in Jakarta.

* Known APP supplier or unit
of APP parent Sinar Mas


