
Fire detections over Indonesia, 2003-2015

A whopping 106,783 fires have been detected in Indonesia so 
far in 2015 – and experts think things could deteriorate further.  
  But just how bad is the situation, relative to the past and
in comparison to other countries’ emissions?
  The Business Times peers through the hazy issue, using data 
from the Global Fire Emissions Database and the World 
Resource Institute. BY KELLY TAY 

Burning shame

Indonesia is now on 
track to experience 
more fires this year 
than it did in 2006 –
one of its worst fire 
seasons on record.

More than half of these 
have occurred on 
peatland areas across 
South Sumatra, South 
and Central Kaliman-
tan, and Papua.

That peatland is burning is
especially worrying, because
the impact of peat fires on
global warming is estimated
to be over 200 times greater
than fires on other lands.

This is because tropical peatlands store some of the highest quantities 
of carbon on Earth. When such lands are burned for agricultural 
expansion, huge spikes in greenhouse gas emissions occur.

On 26 out of 44 days
from the beginning
of September, daily 
emissions from
Indonesia’s fires
exceeded daily emissions 
from the entire US 
economy. To put things
into perspective, the US 
economy is 20 times
larger than Indonesia’s.

In fact, emissions from 
these fires over a 
three-week period have 
already proven to be 
higher than Germany’s 
2013 total annual carbon 
dioxide emissions.

With Indonesia’s climate challenge ultimately a land 
management issue, the World Resources Institute 
believes Indonesia will make progress if the govern-
ment focuses on:
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What should Jokowi do? 

BT Infographics

Why has 2015’s haze been so severe?   

Global Forest Watch Indonesia heatmap

Indonesia’s fires, Oct 7-14, 2015
   
   

Just how bad are things?  
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