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I learnt quite a few things on my recent 
trip to Turkey, where I captained Singa-
pore’s World Amateur Golfers Champi-
onship (WAGC) team to second place. 

One: It is quite fun to be a non-playing 
captain (Ryder Cup style) and still be in-
vited on stage to collect a trophy, based 
on how other people play. 

Two: I am not fi t enough to play six 
rounds of golf in a row. 

Three: There are people 20 years old-
er than me who are fi t enough to play six 
rounds in a row, pulling their own trol-
leys in 10-deg C weather while wearing 
bermudas. 

And four: Golf has the unique ability 
of being the most beautiful and the most 
infuriating game in the world, all at the 
same time.

 The beauty part is simple to explain. 
Imagine playing golf in air-conditioned 
temperatures on a seaside links course, 
where the lush Perry Dye-designed fair-
ways and greens are framed by moun-
tains in the distance. 

Yes folks, that is the scene that greets 
you at the Lykia Links Course (above) in 
Belek, Antalya, one of the most breath-
taking layouts I have played over the 
years. 

Though I failed to play to my handi-
cap on two attempts there, the scenery 
almost makes you forget how bad you 
are playing. And here is where we get to 
infuriating.

 Just two weeks before I headed to 
Turkey, I played one of my better rounds 
in recent years, winning the Singapore 
Press Club tournament in the process.

But if you had seen me hitting the ball 
in Belek, you would have no inkling of 
that ability whatsoever. 

In other words, I played like an abso-
lute idiot. 

Not only did I hit a startling num-
ber of poor drives and wayward 
irons, also I somehow forgot 
how to hit chips and play my 
way out of bunkers, skulling 
shots way over the greens 

and into trouble you cannot even imag-
ine. 

At the end of the six days, it was safe 
to say that my clubs needed to take out 
a personal protection order against me, 
and were only saved by the fact that I 
was too exhausted to throw them away. 

Thankfully, the Singapore team with 
me were made of much sterner stuff and 
managed to fi nish second in a fi eld of 
29 countries, despite suf-
fering some bad luck 
with injuries and 
illness. 

One of the fi ve players, Division E 
representative Frankie Lim, even man-
aged to score a nett 77 around the test-
ing Lykia course, despite having to limp 
around the layout after a bad fall prior to 
his fi nal round. 

Thanks to Lim, Ron Totton, Sush-
minder Singh, Patrick Goh and Willy 
Teo, I got the chance to go up on stage to 
collect the splendid runners-up trophy 
with the rest of the team, as all captains 
have to do. 

Unfortunately, our beautiful trophy 
(below) came apart just as we returned 

to our seats after collecting them on 
stage during the Gala fi nale. 

Did I get angry?
Nah, what’s the point?
I think I’ll keep it just 

that way to remind me 
about golf and my trip to 
Turkey. 

Beautiful and in-
furiating, all at the 
same time. 
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TTTThey called it 
golf because all 
the other four-
letter words 
were taken.
—RAYMOND FLOYD
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