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I still remember the moment clearly.
It was a wet and cold November af-

ternoon in Sydney, and I stood in the 
media tent, waiting for my chance to 
throw a question at golf ’s new super-
star Tiger Woods, who was there to 
play the 1996 Australian Open.

It was my fi rst golf assignment 
abroad, and my editor had sent me 
chasing after the then-20-year-old 
sensation, who had won twice on 
the US Tour, picking up a stagger-
ing US$790,000 (S$1.1 million) in just 
eight starts after turning profession-
al three months earlier.

I didn’t get a chance to lob a ques-
tion at Woods during the conference, 
so took my chances as he got off the 
podium and tried to leave the media 
tent.

Blocking his route and with a tape 
recorder in my hand, I stammered: 
“Tiger, are you going to come and 
play in Asia soon?”

Long and lean, and with his eyes 
fi xed directly at me, Woods stopped 
in his tracks. 

Although his minders tried to get 
in the way, Woods turned towards 
me and said, “Yes, I most defi nitely 
am. I’m looking forward to playing 
in the birthplace of my mother, Thai-

whip some European asses and take 
that Cup back where it belongs.”

And this is where, perhaps, a 
young Spieth differs from a young 
Woods.

I cannot imagine Woods, at the 
same age, having his mind set on 
team goals when there are so many 
more personal ones to be achieved.

Spieth, who turned profession-
al in 2012, seems to thrive and per-
haps draw comfort from the fact that 
he is part of a team, always switch-
ing to the royal pronoun “we” when 
describing his game or his achieve-
ments.

“We” set the goals for the sea-
son. “We” are happy with where our 
game is now.

Woods was and always has been 
an “I” man, chopping and changing 
coaches, caddies, swings and the 
people around him in his relentless 
pursuit of perfection.

Although Spieth shows similar at-
titudes about wanting to improve 
his game, it remains to be seen if his 
“team effort” can help him reach the 
dizzying atmosphere Woods occu-
pied in his pomp.

It must be said though, that so far, 
“we” have done exceptionally well.

TTTTTTTThe results are 
going to come 
if I can maintain 
the parts that 
I think are at 
the top of the 
game and then 
I continue to 
improve on 
weaknesses 
that I have. 
— JORDAN SPIETH

SIZING YOUNG 
SUPERSTARS

(Left) Jordan Spieth at a news 
conference ahead of the SMBC Singapore 
Open golf tournament at Sentosa’s 
Serapong golf course on Tuesday. 
(Below) S. Murali’s column on Tiger 
Woods in The Straits Times in 1996.

land, in a professional tournament 
next year.”

I remember shooting off two or 
three more questions at the Ameri-
can before he was shepherded away, 
gaining my fi rst mini “exclusive” with 
the man who would go on to domi-
nate the game for the next 15 years.

Earlier this week, for the fi rst time, 
I met another young man who has 
the potential to rule the sport for the 
next 15 years, Jordan Spieth.

In town for the SMBC Singapore 
Open, the 22-year-old American 
has also taken the golfi ng world by 
storm, winning two Majors last year 
and breaking some of Woods’ re-
cords along the way.

Amazingly, although the two per-
sonalities are likely to be world’s 
apart, Spieth reminded me in some 
ways of the young Woods I met in 
Sydney.

He was measured, well-spoken 
and almost polite to a fault.

Like Woods, he looked right into 
the eyes of everyone who asked him 
something, and this time, I didn’t 
have to wait to get my chance, ask-
ing the fi rst question at a very packed 
press conference.

“Jordan, why have you said that 

the Ryder Cup is your priority this 
year, rather than personal goals like 
winning another Major?” I asked.

I had been perplexed by Spieth’s 
assertion a week earlier in Abu Dha-
bi that winning the Ryder Cup was 
“possibly at the very top of the list” 
of his goals for 2016, so I was asking 
for some clarifi cation.

Said Spieth: “In talking with a 
few of the other guys, especially the 
younger guys, we feel that there’s 
more passion this year and more 
confi dence this year at least going 
in about nine months before than it 
seemed like we had maybe two years 
ago. 

“It’s going to be on our own turf, 
it’s going to be really fun playing a 
Ryder Cup in America, I’ve not ex-
perienced that, and so that’s a huge 
goal for the season. 

“And there’s only so much I can 
individually do but I need to do my 
part in winning enough points to 
hopefully make up the difference 
and with the rest of our team and 
bring that Ryder Cup back to the US 
where we kinda felt we should have 
had it four years ago and hopefully 
this year is our year.”

My translation: “We are going to 


