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With the number of Zika cases rising by the day, 
the government has stepped up efforts to curb 
mosquito breeding in Singapore. Daily fogging and 
inspections, as well as wearing covered clothing 
and insect repellent play a crucial role in the fight
against Zika. But what about the mosquito that’s 
hell-bent on attacking you, one-on-one? 
The Business Times provides a guide on how to
win this duel.
− By Kelly Tay

Gotta kill
‘em all

Clap, don’t swat

Rather than swatting a mosquito from one 
side, try slapping it from both sides. Swatting 
just allows the mosquito – which is small and 
light – to ride the flowing air and remain 
untouched. Clapping, on the other hand, will 
force dual columns of air together to trap the 
mosquito as your hands meet. 

Let there be light

If a mosquito’s bugging you in the middle of 
the night, switch on a lamp. Mozzies are 
attracted to light, and a single light source – 
even the glow of an iPhone works – lures 
them out. Just be ready to slap them dead. 

Use a surface

Under the same principle, slapping a fly 
against a flat surface (like a wall) blocks wind 

flow. This ups your chances of getting the 
skeeter. While your neck or arm can work as 

the flat surface too, this isn’t the best idea 
when it comes to Zika.

Zap the buzzer
Battery-powered electric swatters – which 

electrocute mozzies to death – also do the trick. 
These tennis racket-looking swatters are superior 
to insect electrocutor traps, since the latter tends 

to kill other harmless and beneficial insects. 
Electric swatters, on the other hand, allow you to 

target mosquitoes as and when they appear.

Why they’re so persistent
Even when we douse our skin with bug repellent and light citronella candles, 
mosquitoes still manage to seek us out. A study from the California Institute of 
Technology (Caltech) explains why: the pests have evolved to use a triple threat 
to home in on their human targets, integrating visual, olfactory, and thermal cues.
For more tips on protecting yourself from mosquitoes, visit www.dengue.gov.sg
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10-50 METRES
Mosquito detects CO2 
plume
from human breathing

5-10 METRES
Mosquito first sees 
humans

~20 CENTIMETRES
Mosquito detects 
thermal plume and 
moisture


