
29-30 OCTOBER 2016 | THE BUSINESS TIMES WEEKEND

  AUDI BOSS HAS A BIG DRIVE,   AUDI BOSS HAS A BIG DRIVE, 
AND AN ACE OF A DREAM
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HOW TO TAKE 10 YEARS

OFF YOUR SWING
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e kept looking at his watch.

Puzzled, and as his flightmate

in the competition, I asked him

why he was doing that. “I have a

flight to Frankfurt to catch in about

three hours, and I haven’t even

packed,” replied Jeff Mannering.HBY HBY 
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IN GOLF AS HE DREAMS OF AN ACE

The managing director of Audi Singapore was
having a reasonable golf game at the tough Se-
letar Country Club course in a Business Times
Corporate event.

And enjoying it thoroughly.
Then suddenly, he phoned a marshal and

asked that he be picked up at the next tee box,
after having played only 13 holes.

He drove the buggy to the 14th tee box, and
while waiting to be picked up, he decided to
play the par-five hole as it offered a prize for
the longest drive.

Out came his TaylorMade R11 driver, and the
“big man” slammed the ball to about 260 metres.

After completing the hole with a par, he
dashed off to the clubhouse and drove off to his
Bukit Timah home.

That one memorable whack won him the
longest drive prize — a driver which he subse-
quently donated to charity.

Hammering long drives is a common fea-
ture with Mannering, and the easy-going golf-
er dubbed “Big Man”, sometimes responds to
coaxes of “go for it” on short par-fours.

The affable Aussie says: “If I manage to con-
nect with my drivers, I can usually get a fair way
down the fairway, but sometimes onto anoth-
er fairway.

“That’s okay, for I have often put the ball
back into play from “nowhere land”.

Mannering, 52, and a father of three children,
has been in Singapore for four years after hav-
ing stints in many countries in the Middle East
and Australia.

And he finds the BT Corporate League one of
the best competitions he has taken part in.

He says: “Audi has been the presenting spon-
sor of the BT League since 2011. Golf is a major
sport in Singapore and the patrons of the clubs
are our target audience.

“The BT League brings these club members
together, plus the heads of some of the influen-
tial business leaders in Singapore.

“Golf is a great forum to build relationships
and showcase your brand. The BT League pro-
vides that platform.”

He surmises: “We have made some great
friends through the league. It is great when eve-
rybody — including top executives and compa-
ny CEOs — talks about Audi, as we offer a car for
a hole-in-one prize.”

Mannering, who assesses his game thus: “my
strength is my participation, my weaknesses
are plenty”, picked up golf at the age of 11 in
Sydney when his grandfather died and he asked
for his clubs.

“I had an old wooden driver and a few irons,
If there was a spare weekend with no football or
cricket, my friends and we would tie our clubs
onto our bikes and ride to the local course and
queue up, then pay five bucks and play.

“The suburb where I lived was Hurstville and
we played maybe once a month. When we got
to high school, golf was an elective offered for
sport.

“We quickly worked out that if we selected
golf we would get an extra two hours off school
as it took four hours usually to play, still at Roy-
al Hurstville — a nickname my friends and I
gave to the course.”

In Singapore, Mannering does not have an
official handicap as he is not a member of any
club. But he jokes: “Perhaps golf itself is my
handicap.”

He explains: “I don’t play often because of
work. But if I take a quick lesson or two, I seem
to be okay. The pressure of the narrow fairways
or the sight of water seem to have a psycholog-
ical impact on me.

“No matter what, I love to have a game, how-
ever bad my game turns out. Because the other
three guys in my flight usually make for a great af-
ternoon and sometimes hilarious conversations.”

Yet, he has played in some of the best cours-
es in the region and beyond. While he was in
the Middle East he played in almost all the best
courses as he participated in the highly popular
Audiquattro Cup, which is also staged in Singa-
pore annually.

He believes that Singapore has some wonder-
ful courses, adding that the BT League is played
on many of them.

“The Serapong is amazing, a fantastic course
with some spectacular views.”

So given a chance, what would his ideal flight
be?

He said: “Jason Day and Jordan Spieth are my
favourite players. Add Quincy Quek to the pair,
and there you have it. Quincy’s our Audi ambas-
sador and one of the nicest guys in the world.

“In fact, in a way I am his assistant coach for I
give him tips on how not to play the game with

my displays.”
Mannering, whose aim is always to break

100, and go for the longest drive, shyly adds:
“My best score is 90.”

And he is dreaming of bagging his first hole-
in-one. Not at the BT League, though, for he is
not entitled to the prize, and he would rather
be the one handing over the big prize to some-
one else.

“Time someone won it,” he said, adding “for
they’ve already had 30 chances over the last
five years.

In that time, Mannering has won five “longest
drive” prizes, and he pledged to go for more.

Watch it, golfers.
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