
TWO LOCAL COURSES 
FOR SPH GOLF

During the March 21 to 23 Sin-
gapore Ladies Amateur Open 
at Laguna National Golf Club, 
the region’s best golfers, in-
cluding SPH Golf Card mem-
ber Risa Leong, competed 
for top honours in three divi-
sions — Open Division, Mid-
Amateur Division 1 and Mid-
Amateur Division 2, as well as 
gross, net and team events. 

“I’m not a member at any 
club currently, so I signed up 
for the SPH Golf Card because 
it offered great value and let 
me take part in this competi-
tion,” said Leong.

Finishing in 10th position 
among 63 other competitors 
in her division, Leong is look-
ing forward to her next op-
portunity to compete, as 
well as continue enjoying the 
game.

SPH GOLF 
MEMBER 
DOES WELL

From May 1, the newly-renovated Warren Golf 
and Country Club will join Sembawang Coun-
try Club in offering an ‘industry best’ rate for 
SPH Golf Card members at $82, excluding GST, 
and for weekday golfi ng. 

The latter is also allowing SPH Golf Club 
members limited access on Saturday after-
noons at $112, less GST.

This privilege is unique to Singapore’s lat-
est and fastest growing non-estate golf club 
owned and managed by regional media pow-
erhouse, Singapore Press Holdings Ltd. 

With close to 1,000 members currently, SPH 
Golf Club aims to grow the game of golf by 
working with golfi ng facilities to make it more 
accessible and thereby increasing the pool of 
golfi ng enthusiasts in the long term.

The breakthrough by these two traditional-
ly private golf clubs is seen as a boon to rein-
vigorate the enjoyment of the game and is wel-
comed by SPH Golf member Winfred Tan.

He said, “There is now even more reason for 
people to join SPH Golf Card,” pausing to add, 
“actually two more.”

SPH Golf Card has now also launched its on-
line booking system for members and the pub-
lic to book teetimes at various golf clubs in Sin-
gapore and around the region. 

Members get a preferred rate when booking 
through www.sphgolf.com

BY 
BENNY TEO

LOWER SPIN, 
MORE VELOCITY
TaylorMade golf ’s new 5-layer construc-
tion balls can manipulate size, compres-
sion, and material at each layer for full 
functionality throughout the club range.

The Tri-Fast Core consists of a low com-
pression inner core and a progressively 
stiffer outer core and mantle.

The combination of these three layers al-
lows for lower spin and more velocity. 

The Dual-Spin cover then boasts an ul-
tra-soft Cast Urethane and a rigid TP inner 
for green-side control. 

The inner cov-
er forces the 
soft urethane 
into wedge 
grooves for 
maximum 
spin gener-
ation.

FIRST PGA ACADEMY AT LAGUNA GOLF PHUKET
The world’s oldest body for pro-
fessional golf, The PGA, has now 
opened its latest PGA Academy in 
Laguna Golf Phuket, twice named 
‘Thailand’s Best Golf Course’ at 
the 2015 and 2016 World Golf 
Awards.

Joining such renowned facilities 
as The Belfry in England and Gle-
neagles in Scotland, Laguna Golf 
Phuket’s entry represents the fi rst 
of its kind in South-east Asia and 
together with China’s three PGA 
branded academies, as only the 
fourth in Asia. 

“We have made considerable in-
vestment in the overall golfi ng facil-
ities in Laguna Phuket over the last 
few years. Developing this new re-
lationship with The PGA will ena-
ble us to offer the very best in ser-
vice standards and golf instruction 
techniques to our members and 
guests,” said Paul Wilson, a PGA 

member and also the Assistant Vice 
President and Group Golf Director 
at Laguna Golf. 

The purpose-built Laguna Golf 
Academy was upgraded exten-
sively in 2016 to offer a luxury ho-
listic teaching environment in-
cluding a well-stocked pro shop, 
club repairs workshop, three ded-
icated teaching swing rooms, 
eight covered public hitting spac-
es, split-level grass tee with up 
to 20 hitting spaces, three specif-
ic short-game greens, fairway and 
greenside practice bunkers, the 
latest Flight Scope Xi range mon-
itor and high quality Titleist NXT 
practice balls.

Two coaches, Blake Ellison and 
Sean Harrison, bring over 10 and 
20 years experience respective-
ly to teaching every level of the 
game from individual lessons, one- 
to three-month programmes, and 

a dedicated “Future Champions” 
programme for juniors aged 5 to 13.

Robert Maxfi eld, the associ-
ation’s deputy chief executive, 
added: “The PGA is delighted to 
announce the start of a new rela-
tionship with Laguna Phuket. 

“The exceptional golf facilities 
that now form The PGA academy 
provide an integral part of a high-
class international resort of a qual-
ity that is synonymous with The 
PGA brand and our Members.”

In this respect, Laguna Golf 
Phuket will host the fi rst over-
seas PGA Members’ event Nov 5 
to 8 where 1,500 members from 
81 countries can come and share 
their collective experiences.

Laguna Golf Phuket is a premier 
partner of SPH Golf Card where 
members can take advantage of 
preferred rates and a complimen-
tary round upon sign-up.

The Dual-Spin cover then boasts an ul-
tra-soft Cast Urethane and a rigid TP inner 
for green-side control. 

The inner cov-
er forces the 
soft urethane 
into wedge 
grooves for 
maximum 
spin gener-
ation.

(Above) 
The Sembawang 
Country Club.
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