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Rarely, if ever, is there mention of Laguna Golf 
Phuket, the 18-hole par-71 course situated within 
the sprawling Laguna Phuket Resort, just north 
of Surin Beach.

I had an opportunity to tee off at Laguna Golf 
recently, and I went there with somewhat low ex-
pectations.

But was I pleasantly surprised!
This is a course which offered just the right 

combination of risk, reward, quality and seren-
ity which transforms an average resort course 
into a good resort course. 

Though the course, which is 5,771 yards off the 
white tees and 6,158 yards off the blue tees, has 
been in existence for well over a decade, it was 
redesigned with a new layout by architect Paul 
Jansen and re-opened for play in January 2015. 

And by November last year, it was already vot-
ed “Asia’s Best Golf Course” at the World Golf 
Awards. 

Laguna Golf hosted the inaugural Singha 
Phuket Open — Phuket’s fi rst professional golf 
tournament co-sanctioned by Asian Develop-
ment Tour (ADT) and All Thailand Golf Tour 
(ATGT) — in May this year. 

The event, sponsored by Singha Corporation 
and organised by Sports Management Group 
(SMG), drew more than 300 top male and female 

international professional players. 
What I enjoyed most about this course during 

my recent visit was the way it has been designed 
to be just challenging enough, but not too diffi -
cult or exhausting for the holidaying golfer. 

I’m no duffer on the fairways, but when I am 
out holidaying and want a round of golf, I don’t 
want to punish myself too much by navigating 
extremely narrow fairways, carrying near-im-
possible hazards and climbing steep hills. 

I just want to have some fun with my buddies. 
It’s not about who drives it furthest or straight-
est. And nice scenery helps.

Laguna fi ts the bill.
The course’s undulating Zoysia Matrella-

grassed fairways meander seamlessly and pleas-
antly through the lagoons, along waterways 
fringed by native reeds, and surrounded by trees 
and mature woodlands. 

Far in the distance, stunning mountains pro-
vide a wonderful backdrop to the course.

The USGA specifi cations-meeting Bermuda 
Tif-Eagle greens, in particular, are excellent and 
well-designed, with run-off areas that provide 
opportunities for great shot-making.

Little wonder that Paul Wilson, Laguna group’s 
golf director, is proud of this baby.

“We may not have the spectacular scener-

ies offered by some of Asia’s better known golf 
courses, but we do the best with what we have 
here,” he said. “What visitors to this resort get is 
an enjoyable round on a very pleasant and well-
manicured resort golf course. The entire facility 
is meant to please the holiday golfer.”

Indeed, I could not agree more.
The facility also has a new Laguna Golfi ng 

Academy, with PGA Golf Instructors like Sean 
Harrison and Blake Ellison who are dedicated to 
helping golfers — even visitors staying just a few 
days at the vast Laguna Phuket Resort — smooth-
en the out the kinks in their game. 

The academy has three dedicated swing 
rooms, eight covered public hitting areas and 
20 grass tee hitting areas at the range.

The centrepiece of Laguna Golf must be the 
traditional Thai design clubhouse, which has a 
well-stocked pro-shop which sells and rents out 
golf equipment and accessories (I hired my Title-
ist AP2 set there.). 

The club will host the 2nd Faldo Series Thai-
land Championship — South for junior golfers in 
October, and a lifestyle golf event hosted by Sir 
Nick Faldo in November. 

So the next time you’re in Phuket, try some-
thing different. Go play a round at Laguna Golf. 
You’ll have a great time, I’m sure.
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hen one thinks of golf at the Thai resort island of Phuket, 

thoughts naturally swing to courses like the well-known Blue 

Canyon or the highly-rated Red Mountain. Mission Hills and even 

Phuket Country Club often fi nd their way into the must-try list.W BY VEN 
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