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“England are firm favourites to win this game but 
it may surprise many that this particular fixture 
has not fared well for England. Across their 
encounters, England has won eight, Sweden 
seven and nine matches have been drawn 
including their past World Cup encounters. On 
paper, Sweden is the weakest team left in the 
World Cup. But I’m still convinced that 2018 is
the World Cup of the underdogs.”

“It sure has been a World Cup characterised by 
the underdogs punching above their weight. Of 
the lot, Russia is one of two that remain. They’ve 
put in some spirited performances to get here 
(not bad for the lowest ranked team entering the 
tournament). Unsurprisingly, they’re heading 
into the clash with Croatia who are billed as 
favourites but I expect it to be a tight affair, with 
Russia having every chance of progressing into 
the semi-finals!”

“Croatia have quietly asserted themselves as a 
team to watch at the World Cup. With the team 
looking to capture a first semi-final appearance 
since France 98, expect them to start strongly 
against the hosts and surprise package - Russia. 
Croatia are favourites to win the tie but if 
anything, this World Cup has shown - more than 
many others - that underdogs should never be 
taken lightly and especially so in Russia’s case, 
because they have the home advantage.”

“For England fans, there’s a sense of optimism not 
seen or heard in recent years. Harry Kane is currently 
the competition’s leading scorer with 6 goals. Sure, he 
scored a ‘lucky’ goal to claim his hat-trick against 
Panama and his tally includes two penalties but as we 
have seen, finishing penalties isn’t easy (just ask 
Messi and Ronaldo). Sweden may be taking the 
underdog tag and are tough opponents but England 
would not be taking them lightly. I expect a close 
game with a Kane goal making the difference 
between the sides.”


