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f therewas someonewho hasmade an

extraordinary change to his public persona, it

would be Sir Nick Faldo.The former

number one player in theworld had swapped his solitude and

arrogance onTour to become an effervescent and relatableTVhost.

The 61-year-old has become a joy to lis-
ten to during his commentary at pro-
fessional golf tournaments, and now
he shares his thoughts on various sub-
jects, including his penchant for South-
east Asia.

We caught up for a conversation on all
things golf at Laguna Golf Bintan at an
event called The Cassia Cup, hosted by
none other than Sir Nick Faldo himself.

This came after he took guests of the
event through a practice session at the
golf club’s grass driving range, and then
through holes 16, 17 and 18 of the cham-
pionship course, detailing how each
hole can be played and showing off the
skills that once made him the ace player
in the worldwide field.

“This is a fun event, it’s enjoyable
for everyone who comes, hopefully me
running around entertaining them for a
few hours is, I hope they enjoyed it. To
come back to places where I have a great
time and I do a few hours work and I dis-
appear to the spa. It’s a good deal.”

While he enjoys his holiday-work trip,
we ask him how things have changed
in the world of professional golf, com-
pared to when he dominated the game
for almost 100 weeks.

“For me, it’s equipment. That’s why
it’s changed so much. Back in the good
old days of persimmon woods, there
was only about half a dozen good strik-
ers of the ball. Now, everybody can get
the ball airborne.

“There was a really good stat that
says, 20 or 30 years ago, accuracy was
key, the more accurate ones earn more
money. Now it’s the longer guys. Even
if they hit only 40 percent of fairways,
they make better scores, win more mon-
ey, more tournaments.”

Professional golf has not seen a domi-

nant figure for a long time and Faldo has
a formula for it, apparently.

“They seem to be going 25 year spans.
You go from Hogan to Snead to Jack and
then to Tiger. You got to say give it an-
other 10 years time now where you may
get another Jack or Tiger dominating.

“But right now, for a player to get that
much separation, your average score
would be – during my time, my average
score was I think 67 – the players com-
ing along need to be a shot less at 66 or
even 65. You got to be a shot better than
everybody to be the best, that’s the only
way to do it.”

Apart from professional golf and TV
work, Faldo’s interests in golf course
design has seen him developing proj-
ects all over the world, including Asia.
He shares his take on how a design can
take shape and what makes a golf course
good.

“It really depends on what your brief
is. Sometimes you get a brief that says a
club course, a resort course, then they
(the owners) want to play a tournament.
Pro golfers hit it straight, amateurs hit
it crooked, it’s funny when we say, let’s
make the golf course easier and then
we put the bunkers 50 yards from the
green.

“Guess who hits it in the bunkers?
Amateurs. You want to make a tough
golf course for the pros, you put all the
trouble right in front of their noses, not
left and right.

“And then, there’s distancing – 320 to
350 is your drive now so stick a pro tee.
Pros should play in nice weather with a
bit of run in the fairway and it’s got to be
7,500 (yards) and up.

“I want to give them a drive and 3-iron
hole like what we used to hit. A drive
and 3-iron now, with 350 yards off the
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Sir Nick showing guests at Cassia Cup where they should be aiming.

tee and 240 yards is the iron. Well how
about that? That’s 590 yards. Back in
my day, anything over 460 yards was a
tough Par 4, now it has to be 550, unbe-
lievable trying to recreate the same shot
value.

“But, at the other end of the scale, we
still have great holes like the 12th at Au-
gusta, 155 yards, tiny little green where
it’s all angled, bit of breeze, bit of scare
factor and that’s as good as it gets. I lean
towards that but you have to do a bit of
everything. It’s also about proportion. I
think I have a good eye for that sort of
thing.”

But what does he see in the Laguna
Golf Bintan course?

“This is a nice golf course, I remem-
ber I came over two years ago and
said, ‘isn’t it kind of cute little tropical
course?’ I enjoy playing it and I thought
for where we are in the world, this is
a great spot. You could be from Singa-
pore, hop on a ferry and come here,
nice life.”

And he really enjoys visiting the con-
tinent.

“I designed the course in Vietnam and

enjoyed it. I came back and that was a
shock to everybody because most peo-
ple design a golf course and disappear. I
genuinely enjoy Asia and I’ve been holi-
daying in Asia for I guess 30 years now.

“So, when I then came back, they (La-
guna Golf ) say, ‘you like this place’ and
I say ‘this place is cool.’ It was all part of
my journey in a way, experiencing dif-
ferent things
and tell-
ing peo-
ple that
this is a
first class
destination.
That’s where
becoming an
ambassador is
easy because
we like each
other.”
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