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The AAC provides 
a perfect spring-
board for him, as 
well as the many 
young hopefuls, to 
enter into the high-
ly lucrative world of 
top level profession-
al golf.

China is not new to this champi-
onship as it has hosted the inaugu-
ral event in 2009 at Mission Hills Golf 
Club in Shenzhen, followed by the 
2013 edition at Nanshan Internation-
al Golf Club in Longkou City, Shan-
dong.

This 11th edition in Shanghai has 
now seen 41 nations take part, a sure 
sign of the growth not just of the 
AAC, but also golf in Asia.

Other top players to look out for 
are Australia’s David Micheluzzi, cur-
rently ranked fourth in the World 
Amateur Golf Ranking (WAGR), and 
his compatriot Blake Windred, who 
sits at No. 10. Following closely be-
hind Windred at No. 11 in the WAGR 
is Chinese Taipei’s Chun An Yu.

China’s challenge for the title will 
be spearheaded by Lin Yuxin, winner 
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Clockwise from left: 
Defending champion 
Takumi Kanaya, 
Blake Windred and 
David Micheluzzi.

of the 2017 AAC at Royal Wellington 
Golf Club in New Zealand, where he 
led an unprecedented 1-2-3 finish for 
his country. As the host nation, China 
will have the largest contingent with 
10 players in the championship.

But as far as rankings go, Austra-
lia will have the highest-ranked con-
tingent, with four of its six players 
(the maximum allowed per mem-
ber country) inside the top 100 of the 
WAGR. Apart from Micheluzzi and 
Windred, Karl Vilips is No. 50 and 
Jack Thompson is No. 90.

Will local knowledge triumph over 
ranking? Or will a fairy tale finish for 
Kanaya give him another visit to the 
two Majors, and thus whetting his ap-
petite for a life of pro golf thereafter?

The possibilities are endless with 
the young and ambitious, and that is 

what the AAC sets out to do; to fan 
the flame of golf in Asia for genera-
tions to come.

As Kei Muratsu, chairman of the 
Asia-Pacific Golf Confederation, said: 
“As we enter into the second decade 
of the Asia-Pacific Amateur Champi-
onship, it is very evident how impor-
tant this event has become for the 
region and how our players have em-
braced the opportunity. 

“The depth of this year’s field 
showcases the rapid strides these 
players and the amateur game have 
made in the last 10 years. We look for-
ward to seeing that progress continue 
at the 2019 championship and in the 
years to come.”

Whoever wins this weekend, he 
can be sure that a life-changing expe-
rience awaits in 2020.

That prize alone makes this, the Ro-
lex-supported Asia-Pacific Amateur 
Championship (AAC), easily the most 
anticipated amateur golf event of the 
year.

But the champion in Shanghai will 
not only earn an invitation to the 
2020 US Masters Tournament, he 
will also get a place in The 149th Brit-
ish Open at Royal St. George’s. That’s 
two Major spots in one calendar year; 
a prize which would make profes-
sional golfers green with envy. 

Even the runner(s)-up at the ACC 
will secure a position in The Open 
Qualifying Series for a chance to join 
the winner in Kent, England, next 
July.

Case in point, three of the world’s 
top 10 amateur golfers are playing in 
China, including second-ranked de-
fending champion Takumi Kanaya, 
who is hoping to be only the second 
player to win back-to-back titles. 

Kanaya, who made the cut at this 
year’s Masters, wants to follow in 
the footsteps of countryman, Hide-
ki Matsuyama, to not only return to 
the Masters, but also excel later in his 
professional career.

his weekend, at 

Shanghai’s notoriously 

challenging and private 

Sheshan International 

Golf Course, 

120 of Asia’s best and most talented amateur 

golfers come together to vie for that single, 

coveted spot to compete in the 2020 Masters 

Championship at Augusta National.
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