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It was the practice round of 
the esteemed 2005 Barclays 
Singapore Open event at 
Sentosa’s highly-acclaimed 
Serapong course.

England’s much-cel-
ebrated golfer Lee West-
wood, who rose to fame by 
being Europe’s No. 1 player 
for a long spell in the 1990s 
and 2000s, changed his 
shirt yet again as he ambled 
on to the second nine of the 
challenging par-71 layout.

But if you thought that 
he dreaded the heat, you 
are mistaken. For he seems 
to enjoy the humidity and 
being refreshed by the oc-
casional waft of cool breeze 
around the idyllic island, 
his beaming smiles and 
shoulder shrugs indicating 
expressions of joy.

A popular golfer in this 
part of the world, especially 
in Singapore and Indone-
sia, which seems to be his 
favourite hunting ground 
that provided him several 
titles, Westwood, with his 
easy gait and confi dent air 
of authority always woos 
the fans.

The affable Westwood 
once said: “The Singapore 
Open is the fl agship event 
of the Asian Tour, it is a 
massive event and it is be-
ing played in a great place. 
I love coming here and it is 
good to be back.”

The runner-up to Aus-
tralian Adam Scott in the 
year when the Singapore 
Open was resurrected by 
Barclays Bank after a three-
year hiatus from 2002 to 
2004 is a tough man to beat 
on any course, be it in the 
United States, Europe or 
Asia.

And with his most re-
cent triumph in the Race to 
Dubai European Tour event 
at the age of 47, he showed 
that age is only a number 
when he overcame a bunch 
of young upstarts in the 
popular tournament.

After a nail-biting fi n-
ish to the event in Dubai 

last Sunday with England’s 
Matt Fitzpatrick ending 
tops in the DP World Tour 
Championship, Westwood 
was content with the run-
ner-up spot that propelled 
him to the summit of the 
Race to Dubai standings.

His second-place fi n-
ish on 14-under par after a 
four-under 68 on the fi nal 
day ensured that he claimed 
the biggest prize after a se-
ries of meltdowns by his 
rivals at the Jumeirah Golf 
Estates.

US Masters winner in 
2018, Patrick Reed, seeking 
to become the fi rst Ameri-
can to be Europe’s top play-
er, bogeyed Nos. 16 and 17 
to drop out of contention 
for the Race to Dubai title. 
Then Laurie Canter double-
bogeyed No. 17 and could 
only par the last, leaving 
Westwood alone in second.

Fitzpatrick’s par at No. 
18 secured him a one-shot 
victory to win the Tour’s 
season-ending event for the 
second time, after 2016, but 

Westwood was already cel-
ebrating a bigger prize af-
ter watching the fi nal holes 
in the scoring hut with his 
girlfriend, who caddied for 
him as well.

“It was a great fi nish,” 
Westwood said after mak-
ing fi ve birdies and one bo-
gey. “I sat there watching 
it — it’s always exciting this 
tournament, coming down 
the stretch and there’s al-
ways thrills and spills.

“There was the Race to 
Dubai up for the grabs, the 
tournament. It was an ex-
citing end to the year. It’s 
hard to quantify.”

Westwood, who won 
US$2 million for fi nishing 
at the top, added: “It was 
a bizarre season. The Eu-
ropean Tour have done an 
incredible job to pick the 
season up again from July 
and have tournaments ev-
ery week.”

Westwood, who sup-
ports Nottingham Forest 
in the English league, won 
what was formerly known 

as the Order of Merit title 
for the fi rst time 20 years 
ago at Valderrama, and 
again in 2009 in Dubai.

A top-ranked player, 
Westwood is renowned for 
being one of the greatest 
golfers never to win a Ma-
jor (he fi nished runner-up 
three times), but there’s no 
doubting his status as an 
elder statesman on the Eu-
ropean Tour.

And he staked strong 
claims to be a shoo-in for a 
place in the European team 
for next year’s postponed 
Ryder Cup at Whistling 
Straits. It would be his 11th 
appearance in golf’s biggest 
team event.

“The Ryder Cup would 
be great if I got in again,” 
Westwood said, before 
hesitating. “I would love 
to play again but at some 
point I’m hoping the cap-
taincy will be offered to me. 
I would love to do that.

“At certain times, you’ve 
got to move into different 
chapters of your life. It’s 

nice to watch these young 
kids play, they tear it up out 
there. I enjoyed the Ryder 
Cup last time out when I 
was vice-captain. It’s a lot 
less pressure than having to 
hit the greens and hole the 
putts yourself.”

Fitzpatrick, 26, praised 
Westwood, saying: “Lee 
is just the defi nition of the 
Tour, isn’t he? Just a phe-
nomenal player, and has 
been for so long now. I can’t 
speak highly enough of 
him.”

Noted for his consisten-
cy, Westwood is one of the 
few players who has won 
tournaments on fi ve conti-
nents – Europe, America, 
Asia, Africa and Oceania – 
including victories on the 
European Tour and the US 
PGA Tour.

He became the world’s 
No. 1 player in October, 
2010, ending the reign of 
Tiger Woods and becoming 
the fi rst British player since 
Nick Faldo in 1994 to hold 
the esteemed position.

WESTWOOD, A 
DESERVING WINNER 
OF RACE TO DUBAI TITLE
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Banyan Tree Lang Co luxury resort.

BY GODFREY ROBERT

RUNNER-UP SPOT IN DP EVENT ENOUGH FOR ENGLISHMAN 
TO CLAIM EUROPE’S NO. 1 SPOT

Banyan Tree Group’s Laguna 
Golf celebrated its triple win 
of international award rec-
ognitions.

The Group’s 18-hole 
oceanfront course – Laguna 
Golf Bintan and its fl agship 
hotel – Banyan Tree Phuket 
were named Indonesia’s 
Best Golf Course 2020 and 
Thailand’s Best Golf Hotel 
2020 respectively by World 
Golf Awards, while Banyan 
Tree Lang Cô won Best Lux-
ury Golf Resort in Asia by 

World Luxury Awards 2020.
World Golf Awards and 

World Luxury Awards rec-
ognise excellence in tourism, 
world-class golf courses and 
destinations through re-
spective annual awards pro-
gramme. 

Votes were cast by travel 
and golf professionals and 
guests in a year-long search 
to honour organisations that 
are leaders in their fi elds, de-
spite offi cial awards ceremo-
nies could not take place due 

to the international travel re-
strictions this year.

Paul Wilson, Senior As-
sistant Vice President of 

Group Golf and Destination 
Sales & Marketing of Laguna 
Phuket, said: “Banyan Tree 
Group is proud to be recog-

nised as a global leader in the 
hospitality and golf industry. 
The three prestigious awards 
exemplify our brands – La-
guna Golf and Banyan Tree 
Group – and spur us to con-
tinually raise the bar in ser-
vice excellence and excep-
tional experiences”.

A 45-minute ferry from 
Singapore, the par-72 La-
guna Golf Bintan is a “must-
play” of the region. 

The 60-hectare course 
features terrains of forest-
lands, natural wetlands, co-
conut groves and thousand-
year-old rock formations.
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